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Meotiag af Cssgresa.Bffrct of the President's

Message and Keeeameadatiene.
The meeting of Congress to-day had many re¬

markable reatnrcs, the great question* or taxation
and of political supremacy being most prominent.
Although the readers of tne Herald had been
already informed of the principal points In the
President's Message and the leading names on the
Honse committees, still there was great interest to
see the document itself, in the one case, and tne
list In the other. The effect of the Message was
plainly felt both m and out of Congress. It is re¬
garded In all circles to-mgnt as a strong Message.
Especially do the recommendations In regard to a re¬
duction of taxation give geueral satlslaction, ana it Is
tbonght may yet compel the retirement of Mr.
Boutwell from the Cabinet, notwithstanding the
trimming coarse he adopts in his report. The pre¬
diction was freely indulged during the last few
days that the President would not dare to set him¬
self in such complete antagonism to the well known
policy of the Secretary of the Treasury, as was
indicated in the synopsis of the Message printed in
the Herald a week ago. Kow that he has done so,
however, everybody is ready to applaud, and all
recognize in his recommendations a new departure
which cannot fail to prove successful. Another
point which elicits much comment Is the favor the
President gives to the general amnesty and the ex¬
treme moderation of ills tone regarding the Kn
Klnx.
The Senate was as decorous as ever, and all the

great guns-Sumner, Morton. Cameron, Wilsou,
Sherman, Scott, Edmunds, Anthony, Tfaurman,
Kenton and Conkllng.were early at their places;
bnt there was no scene, and a little hand¬
shaking was the only evidence that this was
the Drat day or the session. Dr. Newman
made toe prayer, taking care to nold up
the example of Tammanr before the good
giver even of Senates. The new Senator from Mis¬
sissippi, Governor Alcorn, waa then sworn In, but
there was no chance for a scene in this, and so the
spectators turned in despair to the political ma¬
noeuvres which at once began to develop them¬
selves.Prank Blair s movement upon tne admin¬
istration on the Kn Klux question, Senator Sumner's
well wern championship of the negro race and his
taunt to the Treasury Departineut In the speech

f with wbieh ho introduced hie bill to substitute com¬
pound interest notea for legal tenders, and Mr. Ed¬
monds' bill to provide for civil service reform.
Biair Indicated that he was ready to light the ad¬
ministration on the Kn Kinx, Snmner enunciated
the specie payment views, which of late have
so often appeared in the Herald, Edmunds
reminded the Senate that Andy Johnson was not
ret entirely (orgottco, and this was all. There was,
of coarse, the Utile byplay of receiving the customary
Message from the House of iiepresentatives, of
sending the customary committee to the other
end or the avenue and receiving the Message from
tne President, Mr. Gorbam, the Secretary, read
mat document In a slow and measured voice, con-

turning nearly an hour In the task, and then every¬
body went home, content with the day's work.
Senator Blair's resolution of inquiry in relation to

the President's authority for suspending the writ
of habeas corpus In South Carolina is generally re¬

garded as completely answered by the Message,
. and there Is a disposition to await the report of the

Attorney General and of tne Joint Comm tteo to in¬
vestigate alleged southern outrages before passing
lodgment on the Executive actlou.
There was some little remark on the President's

illusion to the question of polygamy, and a slight
disposition is manifested to criticise the vigorous
rone which he adopted both in condemning the
Mormons and in praising the United States Courts
of Utah, lint the subject on which criti¬
cism is most freely Indulged is In regard
to Mr. Catacazy, until recently the Russian Minister
here. The severity of the President's words is not
so much dwelt upon as the questionable taste or
mentioning the name of the discarded Minister.
Many persons, among them many Senators aud
Representatives, think or atrect to think that any
allusion to the unrortunatc quarrel was out of
place. But President Washington htmseir set the
precedent in the case or Mr. Genet, who was the
Minister of the Prenon republic, and, luce Mr,
Catacazy, had made bimsetf repugnant to the ad¬
ministration. Genet's case, however, was in every
way more flagrant than Mr. Catacazy's, and if tho
precedent proves anything it Is contended it
oognt to have been rltndly followed. President
Washington did not speak of the French Minister
by name, and it is said by those who Interest them¬
selves in the subiect that neither should President
Grant have mentioned the name of the Russian
Minister. The reference to the quarrel is a godsend
among the gossips, and diplomatic circles espe-
oially are happy over so frnltrul a theme.
The Mends of the administration are jubilant.

Thev regard the President's recommendations In
respect to general amnesty as having completely
taken the wind out of Greeley's sails; while his
coarse in regard to civil service, it tt claimed,
will lay Schurz on the sheir. But they are not
even content with these victories, and believe tdat
the new taxation policy will deprive Sumner of all
the glory of his specie payment resolution. It can¬
not be denied, however, that the thrust of the Mas¬
sachusetts senator at Secretary Boutwel! in his
little speech to-day was exceedingly neat. His
taking occasion to say that the paymeut of the na¬
tional debt was a feather tn the cap of the adminis¬

tration, but that H was only a leather, was a sar¬
casm which nothing but the extreme frankness of
the message could have relieved. The prospect now
is that we shall have low taxes and specie payments
in a very short lime. Both wings of the republican
part? have suddenly taken advanced ground, ami
on all questions of fluanoe and taxation all tnc
factious stand to-day whero yesterday it would
have been thought impossible to place them. This
Is certainly a great deal lo accomplish on tnc flrst
day of a session of Congross, and everybody is hope¬
ful »Congress which assembled for political
purposes merely wiu achieve something useful. If
the long intended conference oi| the republican
'..soreheads" now takes place, as everybody is say¬
ing it is to lake place, it win oe found iliat not even
uMirgo Wilkes, with all his genius for effect, can
ga'vautze life Into (he movement which Is Intended
to mage Greeley or Trumbull President, insteud of
Grant. As a part of the wonderful success of this
day, whieii leaves parties as they were before^ and
yet completely changes their attuude betorff the
country, tnc composition of the new Committee of
Way and Means is important.

time ago ttifl JUE"ai.i> said Mr. Dawes would I

be lta chairman. The partisans of Kelley not only
denied this, bat denied U with a rampant rigor
that was refreshing. To-day Kelley was ruthlessly
slaughtered lu the very house of his friends, and at
Biauie wants to follow in the footsteps of his smit¬
ing predecessor and go from the Speaker's chair to
the loftier seat of the President of the Senate, he
took his cue from Grant, and made this
committee, as these despatches yesterday said
he would make it, a most potent enemy
of extreme protection. Dawes lost no time in

stepping forward as the leader of the House, and be
made himself so busy throughout the day in moving
tne reference of bills to tneir approp-late commit-
tess, and in playing the part of bellwether to an in-
congrous Hook, that he bad no time to think of his
own queer, If not incongrons, comml'tee. Mr.
Blame ingeniously pitted all the tariff and antl-
tariff elements against each other, and whdo he
allowed the second and third plnc:s to Maynurd and
Keiley he associated Mr. Roberts, of New Vork, with
as them as a man wno wonld not go so far as either
the Tennesee or the Pennsylvania Representative,
but would more nearly accord with Ula chief.
The Speaker seems to have grouped these men

together as a quartet who wonld favor a remission
of the duty on tea and coffee, and placed them op¬
posite to another eqnallr happy quartet of the
democratic persuasion who will not be content
with any such remission, but want to take free
trade as well-organized Americans take their whls -

key, "straight." The democracy ef Mr. Brooks, of
New York, Mr. Kerr, of Indiana, and Mr. Beck, of
Kentucky, is so well established that Mr. Flnkeln-
burg, of Missouri, who Is a strict tschurz man, but
an extreme revenue reformer, may not binsh to be
associated with them. The result of this carious
arrangement Is to make Mr. Bnrchard, of Illinois,
the real chairman of the Committee of Ways
and means, for, while he is a republican,
he is snch an exceedingly moderate or
very low tariff man, that he has actually on all
questions the casting vote In committee, and
holds in his nands the balance of power for this
administration.
Grant always goes to Illinois for his states¬

men, and this time he has sandwiched htm
number six on the Committee of Ways
and Means. The Speaker's shrewdness is
made sttll further manliest by the manner la wbieh
lie has contrived. In tne makeup of committees, to
gratify the pride of each section. Though the long
experience and ability or their representatives
compel the giving of the chief prizes to Massachu¬
setts and Ohio, yet the Mississippi Valley
States are lully recognized. Massachusetts has
lour imporiant chairmanships -those of Ways and
Means, Foreign Affairs. Banking and Currency and
Accounts. Connoctlcut, Maine and Vermont have
two eaob.those on the District of Colombia and tho
House branch of the Joint Select Ka Klax Investigat¬
ing Committee being tne Important ones. New York
has two of lmport&nco.Paclflo Railroad and
Public Lands. The latter Is or great signiOcance In
view or the land grant lobby that wait in the bails
of the House. Pennsylvania has fonr chairman¬
ships, Naval Affairs and Patents being Included.
Ohio takes five places, and includes Appropriations,
Judiciary and Commerce. Michigan and Wisconsin
have the lead on four oommlttees, that of
Claims, with ex-Governor Blair at Its head, being
well handled. The Illinois. Indiana, Missouri and
Nebraska delegations have ten chairmen. These
include Elections, Post Offices and rost
Roads, Manufactories, Military and In¬
dian Affairs, tue Territories and In¬
valid Pensions. Mr. Blaine has thrown a
considerable Vice Presidential sop to the southern
Cerberus, and given seven radicals from that sec¬
tion chairmanship or Indifferent committees, the
most important of which is that on Education and
Labor.
The most apparently disappointed man Is

Mr. Hooper, of Massachusetts, who gets
only the Committee on Banking and Currency
while he thinks he should have been made the
leader of the House. Tho mo9t displeased would
seem to be Mr. Lynch, of Maine, who onght to have
been chairman of the Committee on commerce, and
only gets a place so far down that the cojntry will
be scandalized.
The gossips say a personal pique has something

to do with Mr. Lynch's appointment. While bewail¬
ing the fate of General Butler, Mil this sympathy
was wasted, however, for Bntler is as happy as a
clam. Indeed, he has again perpetrated one of
bt bnge Jokes, and Intends, even as Chairman
of the Committee on the Revision of the
Laws, to prove to the House ana the country
that where MacGregor sits is the head of the table.
This committee is the nearest approximation to
that old English parliamentary custom of referring
all bills to a judicial committee, wnose function it
Is to inqnire into the evil a bill is designed to
remedy or the good It is Intended to promote; to
ascertain whether the bill will effect its object, and
to see what Is the existing legislation on the sub¬
ject; above everything else to secure freedom
Irom ambiguity or dispute as to tbo intent and
meaning of a new law. If Butlers Committee
had been allowed to perrorm Its proper duties
In the past, such egregious blunders as were
pointed out in the Hrrald a year ago In
regard to Mr. jenckes' unintentional repeal of the
Bub-Treasury act could not have occurred. Till
Mr. Pollard, an eminent jurist, came to the
head of the committee, It was In no
way among the working committees of the House.
Boiler, in his bellicose way, can improve upon It, as
it comes to him from Mr. Pollard's hands, and
It is said he la in a temper not only
to revise and improve upon everybody else's
bills, but to exert the really great power of his
committee to introduce any measure to which
he may choose to give its sanction. Unaer
these circumstances it Is no wonder he
is so wonderfully complacent, and before a
month he may be even moving the refer¬
ence of bills to his committee for revision,
and playing tne aeuce generally, as if be, and not
Dawes, had been named tbe leader or the House.
There is in this selection the promise of great fun;
and the session promises to be as dramatic and as

funny as those whose suddenly Inspired hopes are
that it will prove naerol.
Kverybody believes, from what took place to-day,

that this Is to be indeed a rare Congress,'and even
the lowering skies and railing rain could not damp
the ardor either of the multitude near the skylights
or of tne legislative graces on the floors of the two
bouses.
The scene on the floor of the House for an hour

before the Speaker's gavel fell was a lively one.
Greetings between members, congratulations and
courtesies being freely exebanged. Specula¬
tions on the formation of the committees
were tbe principal topics of interest, quite
overshadowing the President's Message,
and vanons members received congratulations
upon their prospective positions. At twelve o'olock
the Speaker's hammer was heard, and Mr. Blaine,
in a few words, called toe House to order. The
chaplain prayed at length, giving the usual Instruc¬
tions to the Almighty and suggestions to members
in regard to their dotles as Christian legislators.
To the roll call most of the well known
voices responded, there being only about thirty
absentees.six from New Tork, three from Pennsyl¬
vania, one from Indiana, one from Louisiana, one
from Virginia, two from South Carolina, two from
Georgia, ono from Alabama, two from Tennessee,
two from Indiana, one from Illinois, one from
Missouri, one from Wisconsin, one from Nevada.
Mr. Sargent, of California, failed to pat In an ap¬
pearance, as did also Dan Voorheet, of Indiana,
and Mr. Scofleld, of Pennsylvania. Mr. Hooper, the
genial delegate from Utah, was a special object of
attention among his many fTlenda, and be received
tbe quiet jokes made at his expense wttn his usual
good nature during the call of the roll. The roll
tiidshed Mr. Chaffee, of Colorado, was the first to get
in a motion providing for the appointment
of a Territorial delegate en the Commit¬
tee on Territories. The usual course or
legislation soon began to flow in its accustomed
channels. Various bills.some new, others left
from the last congress.were offerod In order and
referred to the different committees. General Bat-
ler called for 20,Su0 copies or the Treaty of Washing¬
ton to be printed. Mr. Beck, 01 Kentucky, offered a
resolution asking for information in regard to the
authority upon which the President acted in sus¬

pending tbe wnt of habeas corpus in fkmth Caro¬
lina, Mr. Dawes objecting, and it not being in order
to ask unanimous consent It was referred. Mr. Cot
.attciuited to get in aiesoiwion on Bout well's eyn-

dicate. which was also referred. The announcement
of ihe committee waa received without visible
effect upou the nerves of members deeper than the
surface ripples. Genera Butler and Mr. Dawes were
observed In friendly chit-chat, but the cougratula-
Hons ceased as the interest in the committees died
away. Pennsylvania did not forget, however, that
Pennsylvania tariffs were slaughters 1.
A larger number of members were In their seats

than is usual upon the ooening day of Congress,
and the body wore a decided business air. The
reform accomplished in the ventilation of
the hall dur.ng tne recess Is a matter for
devout thanks. The seats of the members
have been raised, and the floor regulators
which served for so long a time as solttoous lor
tobacco chewing Congressmen have been removed.
The ventilation and heat are now supplied through
the narrow openings left in each of the steps of
the raised platform, upon which are placed
the seats of the members. The new carpet, which
is neither gay nor gaudy, presents a fresh appear¬
ance, toning down the glided glaro of the walls and
cc-liings, and the entire surroundings are decldeuly
au improvement over those or last year.
The humored Cabinet Chances.Attornoy

(leiwral Akrrmae to Retire.
The rnmors that have recently been circulating

as to a personal disagreement In the Cabinet
have finally settled upon Attorney General
Akerman as the offensive Minister. It is
charged that the present bead of the Judl-
clal Department is quite self-opinionated,
tenacious or tils own views and rather disagreeable
in considering those of others. Such traits have
made htm so uncomfortable a colleague that bis room
is considered more preferable thau bis company. The
special impulse to this expected change is, however,
declared to be a distinct difference of opinion on the
Ku Klux polio/, Mr. Axeman designing tnat it
shall be made more offensive than at present, an

opinion with which the President does not seem to
agree. Who Mr. Akerman's successor is to be is not
known, and the change will not be made till after
the first report of the Department of justice Is sent
to Congress.
The Alakam Claims and the Gcusva Con¬

ference.
The complete statement of the American side of

the so-called Alabama Claims, as prepared by the
agents of tho United States for submission to
the Geneva Conference on the 17th inst.. Is
contained In eight octavo volumes, covering over
six thousaud printed pages- Seven of these
volumes are fiUed wltn the legal aspects of the
case as presented tn the diplomatic cor.
respondenoe, with a full history of the cap¬
ture, bonding or destruction of Ameri¬
can merchant vessels by Confederate pri¬
vateers, a complete and accurate account of the
building of the Alabama and other rebel cruisers,
with the terms and contracts nnder and npon which
they were built, equipped, manned, armed
and sent fortn to prey upon American
commerce without the lormality of visiting
a southern port to gain the semblance
of a national character, and with tho depositions in
mil oi over six hundred wltne-ses on behalf of the
American claimants. The eighth volume Is printed in
English and French, and the latter Is pronounced to
be a masterpiece ot lalihtal translation lroin
the English text, the proofs having been six times
corrected. It will probably be also translated from
the original Into the Portuguese tongue to enable the
Brazilian member of the Conference to gain the most
exact knowledge of the case upon which he is
to arbitrate, still another translation into German
is talked of, both as an act or courtesy to the Ger.
man Emperor, who was to have designated a mem¬
ber in the event of the Powers flnt named falling to
respond, and may yet have to make such designa¬
tion should a vacancy occur in the repre¬
sentation of Switzerland, Italy or Brazil.
The total amount of the claims is fie,021,-
423 si. But it is expected that additional
claims not quite ready for submission w.li some¬
what increase the amount. The eighth volume just
referred to contains the brief of the American coun¬
sel. It opens with a citation of those points of the
Treaty of Washington and its protocols
that bear upon the subject or the
claims and tho modes and rales oi
their settlement. Next follows an exhaustive an¬
alysis of the case, with copious references to the
exhibits contained in the other seven volnmes.
Then comes a comprehensive digest of all the
known authorities favorable to the American posi¬
tion, drawn from every International source that the
counsel have been able to discover, and concluding
with the most forcible arguments that these authori¬
ties would bear to establish tneir applicability to
the points now to come up for adjudication. These
eight volumes were printed at the government
printtng office, and complete success was
gained on maintaining the required secrecy
while the work was In progress. The brief
of the counsel bos been confidentially
submitted to several eminent lawyers, whose opin¬
ions were known to be weighty, and whose judg¬
ment was believed to be Impartial, and they all
agree In pronouncing it to be not only an honor to
the legal profession of the country bnt Incontro¬
vertible as an argument m on the material points of
the case.
Revision of the Tariff and laternal Revenue

Lawn.
The Finance Committee of the Senate have ma-

tared a programme revising tue tariff, and, it is
believed, the laternal revenue laws also, but only
for suggestion and conference with the new House
Committee of Ways ana Means.
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SENATE.
Washington, Dec. 4, 1871.

The Senate met at noon, with nearly a fall attend¬
ance of Senators and well-filled galleries, notwith¬
standing the Inclemency of the weather.

NOTIFYING THE PRESIDENT.
The customary resolutions for the appointment of

committees to notify the House and tue President or
the United States of tue senate's readiness lor busi¬
ness were adopted.

PUBLIC BUILDINGS IN CHICAGO.
Several resolutions were introduced, among them

one by Mr. Morrill, (rep.) of Vt., directing an in¬
quiry as to the expediency or Immediately rebuild¬
ing public buildings m Chicago.

GENERAL TLBASONTON APPEAL*.
Mr. Fenton, «rep.) of ti. Y., asked leave to present

the petition of General Pleasontoo, Doing, as be
stated, somewhat In the nature of an appeal from
tho action of the President in suspending film. Mr.
Fenton said be offered the petition by reqneat* with¬
out expressing opinion as to its merits.

Subsequently, on the suggestion that the matter
belonged to the secret session, he withdrew tue
petition.

CTVIL SERVICE REFORM.
Mr. Edmunds, (rep.) of vt., introduced a bill to re¬

store Gilbert Walker to the naval service, and in
connection with It a 0111 to reiorui the civil service
(Mr. Jtnckes' old bill). He reviewed briefly tho his¬
tory o* the attempts at civil service reform during
tne past few years, and said that although the com¬
mission appointed to draw up ruiea for the guid¬
ance of the Executive in making appointments in
the civil service was making satisfactory progress
and would undoubtedly lie aoie to bring abont suo-
siaotial reforms under the existing administration,
yet. In view of the possibility of a change of admin¬
istration. it was desirable to guard by direct legisla¬
tion against a recurrence to the old system of re¬
moval and appointment.

BUHNER'S FINANCIAL SCHEME.
Mr. Sumner introduced the following mil to au¬

thorize compound interest notes as a substitute lor
legal tender notes:.
Motion l.-Be It enacted that Ibe Secretary of (be Treasury

It hereby authorised and directed to prepare for circulation
compound Internet note# equal In amount to the outstand¬
ing legal lender notea and fiactional currency of the Cnlisl
Btatea, and In all retpert, atmilar to tbeee heretofore tanned
under tbe act approved March 8, I'**, en Hied -'An
act to provide traye and mean# for tbe anpport 01 Uio
government."

That them notes of different deaomlntlons, to tbo
amount of fie,OUO,uOO, shall ho dated on tbe em day of en oh
month, commencing with the fliel day of July nest ensulug,
when the amount shall be ready for Issue, and then after-
ward, on the drat day of each month until the requisite
amount shall be furnished.
Ssc. 8. The notes thus provide I shall he raid ont for all

disbursements of the Treasury except those due In com, so
long as they aresnfllcleat for lbs [MiriNiac, and If tbe whole
monthly instalment Is net thus disposed of It (hall lie
Mm duty of the Secretary of the Treasury to exchange the
surplus for the present legal note* so far at practical le,
that the lull sum uf ten millions may ba put Into circulation
each month. . .

RBc. A.That H shall be the dnty of the Secretary of the
Treasury to cause the destruction of legal lenders each
month to an extant equal to the notes issued under this act.
Hnc. A- That tbe notes issued under this act shall, at Ibe

option of the holder, be convertible at the end of two years.
In sums of ilWi or Its multiple. Into bonds of the United
Stales, not having tea* thxii ten nor more than fortv years to
run, and bearing Interest at the rat* of tire p«r evnt, and the
Secretary of the TVaaturr i < hereby authorised to Issue such
bonds.
Sec, 0..That whenever ibeio notes and the bon .» into

which they but be converted cm he eetd at per Id gold the
bein In inch lume aeSecretary of the Treasury may sell tbein

may be called for aud apply the proceeJe In cold to cancel
legal tender notes as they are paid into the Treasury.
Btc. 7..That the notei Issued under this act shall eonstt-

tnte no part of tbe legal currency reserre required by the
national banks.
Mr. Sumner.Compound Interest notes nave been

already tried, so that their operation is known. It
Is their pecuil.tr quality tbat at tbe tluie of Issue
tbev enter into tbe national currency aud become
part of tbe active circulation; but as tbe interest
accumulates tuey are gradually withdrawn and
held as securities, so long as there is little appre¬
ciable accumulation or interest, these notes pass
Iroui baud to band as ordinary greenbacks; but this
ceases with their increase in value. Now, if these
are made a substitute for greenbacks the currency
is gradually contracted, according to the laws of
trade, uutll It is ou a par with gold and we arrive at
specie payments. Until mis Is established tbe
nation is bankrupt, and its outstanding notes
are uo bettor than failed paper. Beyond
the stigma lumeted by this condition there Is
a derangement 01 affairs and consequent einbar-
raMtuieut in commercial relations abroad. Our
business is out of gear wun tbe business of tne
world, while at home a vicious speculation runs
not. fins lias beeu allowed to go on loo long.
During the war it cou'd uot have been prevented,
but it should have ceased with tho war. The sus¬
pension 01 specie payments was a war measure, like
Hie suspension of Mm h&Ceas corpus or the droit,
au.l, like tnose. It snould have discontinued at ouce.
Bo long as it is allowed to pr. vail we nave a war
measure projected lute a period of peace, ana, as
such, It IS out of place aud out ot season. I am uot
inseuslbie to tho credit otxalned by a swift pay*
went of the national debt, but this is superficial
only. It does not enable us to refund
our debt without extraordinary and abnormal of-
fort. Let there be specie payments and the debt
will refund itself, Tue payment of the national
debits a leather tu our cap; but instead ol taxing

or r .the people lor the sake or tins feather I would re¬
duce taxes, and apply the irresistible energies or
tho government to make paper equal to com. llere
Is another equality before the law which 1 would es>
tabiiah.

BlI.Lfl WIRE INTHOD 'CBD
and laid on the table as iouowb:.
By Mr. brawn, (rep.) of N. II..To aid in the sup¬

pression ot polygamy lu Utah. It was substantially
tue sume bill as that introduced by Mr. Cragln here-
toiore.
By Mr. Kkllouq, (rep.) or La..To extend the pro¬

visions ol the act for tne Una) adjustment of private
land cialms in Louisiana, Fiorina and Missouri.
By Mr. itics. (rep.) oi Ark..To autnorlze the Sec¬

retary or the Treasury to pay to the owuers the pro¬
ceeds of certain coitou seized in violation of instruc¬
tions from the Irea-ury Department alter June 13,
lsoo, enst of the Mississippi ltiver, and alter June 24
west thereof.
By Mr. Mow*, (rep.) of Wis..To regulate actions

in tne Court or Claims by loyal owners ol property
seized under tne act ol Maron 12, lbd3; providing
thai uniformly loyut persons may. aiter six montns
lroin the enactment ot tms bin, bring suit in rim
Court of Claims lor the net proceeds of property col .

lccicd in pursuance of the "Act to provide lor tne
collection of abandoned property."

TUE HAUKAS C'OIM'VS QUESTION.
Mr. Blair, idem.) ol Mo., offered tne lollowing re.

solution: .
Reso.ved, That tbe President of the United States bs and is

hereby requested to inform tne Senate uuder what provisions
ol the law of April 20, 18J1, If any, aud If not. under wtiat
law and by what antbority lie has caused the eousti.ution
and laws of the United Stales and the constitution and laws
of South Carolina tu lie set aside and martial law declared,
an J the writ of habeas ojrpus suspended iu the counties ot
buartanburg, Marlon, fork, Newberry and Chester-
held. in the Stale oi South Carollua, whereby the courts
aud civil authorities arc unable to afford protection to tue
lives, liberties and rights of the people therein, aud all of
tneiu left at tbe merry of sueh military subordinates as he
has seen, or may see, lit to place over them. He
is especially requested to lay bciore tue Senate all the acts
of insurrection, resistance and of opposition to the laws of
the United States committed lu eaoh ot those counties at any
time alter the ZUth day of April, 1871, and prior to the dale
of his proclamalidu of martial law, ulilug the character of
the offences, tbe facts relative thereto and the names of the
off enders, so far as ascertained. He Is further requested to
lay before tbe Senate any cases of resistance to tbe execu¬
tion oi process of the civil courts, or the officers
of tbe United States, or of State Officers, by any of the mi¬
ll', ns ol any counties in which guarantees of constitutional
liberty have beeu annulled by the proclamation aforesaid
since the passage ot said a t of April 20, 1871, and
thai li«» diva ('iff* naitifta nf ail nr thn nxlH Hllinnffthat he give the names of all of the said citizens
who have ueen arrested or Imprisoned under and by virtue
of the authority conferred by his proclamation, with the
violations of the law with whieh eaoh Is charged, and the
dates at which It Is alleged they commi'ted the offences for
which they were so arrested and imprisoned, and that he
site the benate full Information as to all the statements of
tacts on which ho acted lu issuing his prociumatlou afore¬
said, giving the names or bis Informants, their statements
wnen made to him In writing, and toe substance of tbem
when made verbally; so that Congress can determine wb at
steps are necessary to restore to the citizens of the coitnti s
aloresaid, and especially to those who are not guilty of o.-
feuces aaalnst the United blates, the equal protection of the
laws with the people of other portions of tbe country, under
the forms presumed by the constitution of tbe t mted States.
Laid ou tne table.

RECESS.
A rcceaj was thea tukeu till 1:15 r. M., after

whicn
Mr. Ramsey, <rep.t or Minn., introduced a bill to

establwii itie colleuUcn itwirict, o( Duiutli, and 10
create si. Paul u port of delivery.
Laid on ine table.

TUK PKRRIDENT'B MESSAGE
was men received aud read, and ordered prtnte l.

Mr. sauiuer'B bill was laid in Mm ta ble.
Tiio auuuai reports 01 ton beads of departments

were presented, aud ordered to be printed.
KfcLIBP OP THK UHiaAUGWUFKEKKKS.

Mr. Louam, (rep.) or lit, introduced a bid to pro¬
vide for tne reuei ot suflercrs by tiio lire or cnicmxo;
providing for the free Importation or goods aud
merchandise coutrlbnted in forebra countries for
tue relief of Cbioogo Batterers. wiien consigned to tne
proper aninoriiles for distribution; providing, also,
for the payment or a drawback of tne import duties
on all materials to be actually usod In bandings
erected on me ground burned over by the Arc ot
October 9, If the said materials snail have been In.
specied within one year rrom said date or the Are,
aud suspending the collection ot internal revenue
taxes until tne close ot the next regular session of
Congress lu favor 01 sucb persons owning property
in tne First Collection district ot Illinois as have
suffered material loss by said lire.
Laid ou the lablc.
The fceuale then adjourned.

ROUSE OF REPRESENTATIVE!.
Washington, D. C., Dec. 4,1871.

The House of Representatives was called to order
at uoou by the speaker, Mr. lilainc, in the presence
of a very large assemblage ot spectators. The pro¬
ceedings were opened with prayer by the chaplain,
Kev. J. 0. Butler.

THE ROLL CALL.
The roll of members was then called, showing

that there were JOl members present.
INFORMING THE PRESIDENT.

A committee, consisting or Messrs. Garfield, Blair,
of Michigan, and Cox, was appointed to Join a liko
committed on tne part ot the Senate to wait on the
President aud iniorm him that bo.h houses were in
session aud ready to receive any commumcatiou ho
might nave to make.
The Speaker anuounced the following as

THE STANDING COMMITTERS.
Elfotiokb.MtUfi. MeCrary, of Iowa; lloar, of Maa»a-

chuselts; Thomas, or North Carolina; Perry, of Ohio;UaielloD, of Wlseoiiain; tames, of Rhode Ialand; Arthur,of Kentucky; Merrick, of Maryland; Rica, of Illinois.
Way* and Mka.sk-Mcsara. Dawes, of Masaachoietti;MaynarJ, of Tenneaaee; Keller, of Pennsylvania; Brooks, ot

New Vork; Finlteluburz, or Missouri; Borchard, or lllinuie;
K. H. Roberts,of New York; Kerr, of Indiana; Beck, of
New York.
Appkopriations. Messrs. Garfield, ot Ohio; Sargent, of

California; Dickey, of Pannsylvanla; Clarke, of New lurk;Palmer, of Iowa; Hale, of Maine; Nllilaok, ol Indiana;Marshall, of Illinois; gwann, of Maryland.
Banking and CCHRknov.Messrs. Hooper, of Massa¬

chusetts: Waldron. or Michigan; bmllli, of Vermont; Far-
well, of Illinois; Monroe, of Ohio; Merrlam, or New York;
Cox, or New York; Randall, of Pennsylvania; Oox, of Ala¬bama.
Pacific Railroad.Meaara. Wheeler, of New York;

Btifiinlon, of Massachusetts; Lynch, of Maine; .sjrpher. of
MouMana; Kllllncer, or Pennsylvania; Beyerldge, of Illi¬
nois; Houghton, or California; Averlll, of Minnesota; Wells,
of Missouri; McKlnney, of Ohio; Hmith Ely, Jr., or New
Yora; Harker, ot North Carolina; Mcllenry, of Kentuolcr.
Claims-Messrs. Blair, of Michigan; Strong, of Connec¬

ticut; Buckley, or Alabama; Hulman, of Indiana; Smith, of
New York; Fire, of Malno; Foster, or Ohio; Harris, of
Virginia; Poster, or Pennsylvania.
COMmrrcR.Messrs. Hbellabarger, of Ohio; Sawyer, of

Wisconsin; Lynch, of Maine; Conr.er, of Michigan; Shel¬
don, ol Louisiana; Nsgley, of Pennsylvania; dolman, of
Indiana; Hambleton, ol Maryland; fownaend, of New
York.
Pdolio Landr.Messrs. Ketcham, of New York; Town-

send, of Pennsylvania; Hawler, or Illinois; Kellogg, of Con¬
necticut; Dunned, of Minnesota; Rusk, of Wisconsin, Mo-
C«realek, of Missouri; Ritchie, of Maryland; Blater, of Gre-
|00.
Post Omenta and Post Roads.Messrs. Farnsworth,

of Illlnou; Hill, of New Jersey; Twicbeli, of Massachu-
teUs; fyner, of Indiana; Randall, ot Pennsylvania;
Porter, of Virginia; Hourbtoo, of laltiornla;
Van Trump, of Onto; Carroll, ot New Vork.
MaMCFAOTURKa.Messrs. Samuel 8. Burdett, of Mis¬

souri; Ames, of Massac lusatlai Upson, of Ohio; stoweli, of
Yirginia; De Large, of Kooth Carolina; Rice, or Heatncsy;Rogers, of New York; Stevens, of IMnois; MoClelLnd, or
Pennsylvania.AurioultvrR.Messrs. Wilson, of Ohio; Hays, of Ala-
hams; Havens, ol M'ssourl; Lamport, of New York; Bpeer,of Georgia; Haiellon, of New Jersey: Haldeman, ol Penn¬
sylvania; Garretl. of Tennessee; iTrosslanri, or Kanlucky.
Indian AFPAfBH -Mee re. Bhanks, of Indiana; Burdett,of Missouri; Smith, of chlo: Averlll, of Minnesota; Creely,of Pennsylvania; Edwards, of Arkansas; Adams, of Ken¬

tucky; Muchell. of Wlecontln; Williams, or New York.
MiLITARV AVFAins.Messrs. Cohuin, of Indiana; Stough-

ton. or Michigan; Hay, or Illinois; Dot.nan, of Iowa; Morey,or Louisiana; Harris, or Mississippi; hiocnm, or Nsw York;
Campbell, ot (Jhio; Terry, ot Virginia.
Militia Meaara. Sheldon, ol Louisiana; Rprague, of

Ohio; 1 wicbelL of Massachusetts: Walls, of Florida; Rush,of Wise,>oaln; Connar, of Texas; Blair, or Missouri; Acker,of Pennsylvania; Tuthill, of New York.
biSTUiirr or Columbia.Messrs. Starkweather, of Con¬

necticut; Williams, of Indiana; Poland, or Vermont; Dar-
rail, of Louisiana; Harmar, of Pennsylvania: Cotton, of
Iowa; Kidridge, of Wisconsin; Crabs, oi Illinois; Roosevelt,ot New York.
jrnu'iauv. Messrs. Bingham, of Ohio; Roller, of

Massachusetts: Peters, of Maine: Mertur, of Pennsylvania:Wilson,of Indiana; Goodrich, of New York; Kidrldge, of
Wisconsin; Yoorbeea, of Indiana; Poller, of New Tort.
RIVglctionart Ci.aimm -Messrs. Wallace, or gonth

Carolina; Pendleton, of Rhode Island; Prladle, of Nsw
York; Myera, of Pennsylvania; Howell, of Virginia:Comtngo, of Missouri; Hancock, of Tasas; Handlsy, of
Alabama; Porker,of New Jeraev.
Puiilk'KsrXNDti rags.Messrs. Sawyer, ot Wisconsin:

Strong, of Connecticut; Wblteley, of Georgia; Lowe, or
Kansas: Porter, of Michigan; Klnaella, or New York;Mvera, of Pennsylvania; Davis, of West Virginia, Head, of
Kentucky.
privatr Land Claims.Messrs. Mereur, of Penney Iva-

nla; Upton, of Ohio; MoWrew, of West Virginia; Santa, of
New York; cogblan, of Calirornia; Barber, of Wisconsin;Haldeman, of Pennsylvania; Bell, or New Hampehlre;Bright, of Tennessee.
NavAL ArvAiis.Messrs. Scofleld, of Psnaaytvaala;Starkweather, of Connecticut; Ketcham, of New York;Hayh, of Alabama; Piatt, of Virginia: Cozhlan, of Califor¬

nia Archer, of Maryland; Sutherland, or Michigan; Whit-
hoi ii", of Tennessee.
F'.'BUG.n Aiia.hh Vtig.a Backs, of tfafiia.h iieitfii

; Wrti.rd, of TtmoKj Amhlav, of
?< «:i 5eUl°M w YoIkxJ*rW4rJ. of Mlaao irl; Wood,of Now York; Morgan. of Ohio; Roblnaon, of IMuota.
u7*!il1V0.MIS?- -*««»". Jalfe, of Ncbraxka; MiKoo, of
MluUalppI; Prindie, of Nvw York; Harkor, of MlMourl;Low*. ot Kuim; Shoemaker. of fenuivlvaula; Barnnm
of CoomcUoui; Vaughan, of Tenueuea; HweforU. of Wool
VirgJnU.
Revolution a a» Pensions and W*«or l«12'Hcun>.

WI,lard, of Vermont; Porter, of Virginia; Kamee, of Rhode
111 nd; Cobb, of North Carolina; Spragtie, of Ohio- Klo¬
of Kentucky; Porker, of New Jereey ; Caldwell, of Tennrel
see; , o' Missouri.
Invalid Pensions -Meem. Moore, of Illinois; Peek,

Of Ohio; Wallace, of South Carolina; McJnnkln. of I'ern-

grlranla; Waaemao. of New York; Turner, of Alabama:
ird, of Netr Jcr*ey; Maoson, of Indiaua, and Spear, of

Peunarrlanla.
Railways AND Canals.Mesert. Packer, of Pennayl-

renin; A nee. of Maraachuactta; tfalae.r, of New Jerxi'y;
Morphia, of Mlaaiaalppl; Knanp, of Illtoota; St. John, of New
Yora; Biggs, .! Delaware; Winchester, of Kentucky; Lain i-
eon, of Ohio.
Minim and Mining.Meaara. Waldron, of Michigan,

Sargent, of Cailloruia; Banks, of Massachusetts; Sniilb, of
Vermont; Negley, of reansylvania; Sessions, of New Y'ork;
Blister, of North Carolina; Young, of Georgia; Kendall, of
Sera :a.
Krvrdmrn's Affairs.Messrs. Cobh, or North Carolina;

Brooke, of Massachusetts; Butler, of Teuneaaee; beiley, of
New Y'ork; BngJer, of Arkanaia; Kaln-y, of South Caroitua;
Uriilith, of l'ennaylvania; Braxton, ot Virginia; King, of
Miaaottrl.
Education and La cor Meaara. Perce, of Mississippi;

Hoar, of Massachusetts; Townamid, of Pennsylvania: But¬
ler, of Tenueaaee: llunnt II, of Min-iei.ota; Elliott, of South
Carolina; Mc.steely, of lliuio.a; Slonn, of Pennsylvania;
Melntjra, of UeorgU.Revision or Laws or United States.Messrs. But
ler, of Masaachuaetta; Poland, of Vermont; Ambler, of
Ohio; Lansing, of New York; Klillnger, of Pennsylvania:
Bigby, of Oeorgla; Leach, of North Carolina; Sherwood, of
PennaylTania; Slues, of Alabama.
Coinage, Wxiuhtb and MraspersMessrs. Keller, of

Pennsylvania; Hooper, of Massachusetts; Bea ty, of Ohio;
Htougblou, of Michigan; Or.teller, of Vir.lnla; Koberta, of
New fork; Parker, of New Hampshire.
Patents.Mtssrr. Mrere, of Penniylranla; R'ereneon.

of Ohio; Hrooka, of Massachusetts; Barry, of Mlaaiaalppl;
Wa'den.of lowa; Warren, of New fork; llibberd, of New
Hampshire; Ooiladay, of Tennessee; Du lloae, of Oeorgla.
Puui.it; Buildings and Urounds.Messrs. Haleey,

of New Jersey: Tyner, of Indiaua; Piatt, Jr., of Virginia;
Orr, of Iowa; Parwell, or llliuols; Sesalone, of New York;
*eu, of Penntyiraula; Welle, of Missouri; l'erry, of New
orfc
Mii.FaoR.Messrs. Mefltew. of West Virginia: Darre'.l,

of Louisiana; Haileton, of New Jersey; Ooiladay, of Teo-
nesaee; Blair, of MissourL
Aoooo»ts.Messrs. BuOlnton, of Massachiiaetts; Sawyer,

of Wisconsin; Harris, of Mississippi; Archer, of Maryland;
Lewis, of Kentucky.
Kxt-gNDiTUitKa in Tint STATU Depaftwent.Meters.

V;

Conger, of Michigan; Wblteley, of Oeorgla; Havens, of Mm-
.utrl; Itegsn, "

eouri; Kogers, of New York.
hiriMIMTUIH in tur Treasury Department.

Meaara Lynch, of Maine; Sypher, of Lou'siana; Hay, of
llltnola; Barnnm. ot Connecticut; Kendall, of Nevada.
Expenditure* in thr War Department.Messrs.

Wllliame, or Indiana; Barber, of Wisconsin; Snyder, of
Arkansas; Acker, of l'ennaylvania; Klnsella, of New York.
KxPRNliiTUHka in Tin: Navy Department..Mestra.

Kellogg, of Connecticut; Parker, of Mlaaouri; Ilaileton, of
YYiaconaln; Blgga. ot Delaware; Tuthill, of New York.
Expenditures in the Post Office Dei-abtmrnt.

Messrs. Barry, of Mississippi; Hariner, of Pennsylvania;
Blgby, if Oeorgla; Huberts, 01 New York; shober, of Norm
Capoiioa.
Expenditure a op the Interior Department.

Messrs. Hill, of New Jersey; Sm ih, of Ohio; Beverldge, of
llliuols; Adams, of Keiituc ,y, ami Connor, of Texas.
Exi'RNDtTUitRB on PuulIC Buildings.Messrs. Haw-

ley, of Illinois; Murphis, of Mississippi; Shoemaker, ot
Pennsylvania; Wood, of New York, and Duke, of Ytrxlnia.
Kri.Es.The Speaker, Messrs. Banks, of Massachusetts;

GarHeld, of Ohio; Cox, of New York, aud Kau lali, of Penn¬
sylvania.
Put sting.Messrs. Beattv, of Ohio; Penileton, ot Rhode

Island, ami Price, ol Georgia.
LtuKAKr.Messrs. Peters, of Maine; WbS'-ler, of New

York; Campbell, of Ohio.
Enrolled llii.i.s. Messrs Buckley, of Alabama; Posb-r,

of Michigan ; Bird, of New Jerxey.
Joist Select Committee on Insurrectionary

States.Mossre. Poland, of Vermont; Majnartl. ot Tetines-
se.-; Scoheld, of Pennsylvania; Farnawortli. ui 11 linola Co-
burn, of Indiaua; Stevenson, of Ohio; Butler, of Massachu¬
setts; Lansing, of New York; Cox, of New York; Beck, of
Kentucky; Van Trump, of Ohio; Waddeil, of North Caro¬
lina; Kobinaon, of 111-mils; Hanks, of Arkansas.
Select Committer on tiir Mississippi Levees.

Me srs. Morev, of Louisiana; Walden, of Iowa; McKee, of
Mississippi; ueti, of Pennsylvania; Duke, of Virginia.

THE TREATY OS' WASHINGTON.
Mr. Bptlkr, (rep.) or Mass.. offered a resolution

to print ito.ooo copies or the 'treaty of YVn-diingtou
and accompanying documents. Referred to tue
Committee on Prlmng.

TUB HABEAS CORPUS.
Mr. Beck, (dem.) of Ky., asked leave to offer a

resolution requesting the President to luiorni Hie
House under witat provision of tlie law of ino t'Oih
of April, 1871, or under what otticr law, ho had
caused the constitution of the United States an t of
the state of South Carolina to i<e set aside, and
martial law declared and ihe writ or naiieas corpus
suspended tu Ihe counties of Spartanburg, Union
anu other counties in south Carolina, wuereby tne
Courts and civil authorities arc unable to afford
protection to the l.ves, liberties and rights of
ini people thereof, aud whereby all of
tnoso aro left to the mercies of such
military subordinates as he has seen or
may see fit to place over them; also requesting the
President to lay before the House all the acts of In¬
surrection, resistance or opposition to the laws of
the United states, commuted lu each or such coun¬
ties at any time, lrotu the *J6tn of April, 1871, up to
the date of Uls proclamation or martial law, and the
names of all citizens arrested or imprisoned under
the authority of sucu proclamation, with the spe¬
cific offences charged against them: also to give the
House full information as to all tne statements of
fuels on which tbe act ol issuing the proclamation
was based, in order that the House mar determine
wnai steps arc neot Etary to restore to the citizens
ol Huctt couuties, especially those not guilty of
oitencea against the United states, equal protection
of the laws.
Mr. Dawks, (rep.), of Mass., objected to the intro¬

duction of the resolution.
Mr. Dice moved to suspend the rales in order

that the resolution might ue offered.
The HrKAEEit decided the motion out of order.
Mr. Butler, or Mass..is there auy objection to

Its being referred 1
Mr. Dawis.1 do not object to its being referred.
The resolution was then, on motion or Mr. May-

nard, relerred to tuc Committee on Insurrectionary
Hi ales.

TERRITORIAL RIGITTS.
Mr. Chaffer, ot Colorado Territory, offered a re¬

solution lor uie addition of n Territorial delegate to
Committee on Territories, which Delegate snail havo
the same rights and privileges us other memuers of
the committee. Heferred to lbs Committee on
ltdtcs.

NEW TERRITORIAL DELEGATES.
In addition to the Delegates who were sworn In at

last session Mr. Chapman, for the District ol Colum¬
bia, and Mr. Clngett, irom Moutunu, appeared and
took the oatu of office.

NEW MEMBERS SWORN IN.
In addition to tne members who were sworn in at

the last session the following named appeared and
too* tno oath ol office:.Messrs. Kellogg, of Con¬
necticut; lloughton, Sargent and Coghlan, of Cal¬
ifornia; Knapp aud Bcveridge, of Illinois; Foster, of
Mlctugan, and Connor and Hancock, of Texas.
Tliis made the number of members who took their
seats to-day 210.

CREDENTIALS RKFERRET*.
The credentials of Messrs. Herndon nn«1 Clark, of

Texas, were reierrcd to the Committee on Elections.
EC KLUX IN EENTUlKY.

Mr. Stevenson, (rep.) of Ohio, asked leavo
to offer a resolution calling on the President for in¬
formation as to tne security of life, person and
property la the State of Kentnekv.
Mr. Butler, of Massachusetts, objected.
The resolution was then referred to the Commit¬

tee on tuc Insurrectionary .states.
till,US INTRODUCED AND REFERRED.

Several bills were introduced and reierrcd, Invad¬
ing the following:.
By Mr. Ketciiam, (rco.) or N. Y..To repeal the

income tax.
liy Mr. Sheldon, (rep.) of La..To incorporate

the Mississippi Valley Levee Company; to rclinquisn
title to public lands in Louisiana mat nave been in
possession of holders lor years; to refund the pro¬
ceeds of cotton taxen in violation of the Treasury
regulations.

tiie 8nirriso interest.
By Mr. Lyncu, (rep.) ol Me..To revive the navi¬

gation and commerce lutereats of the I'nited states;
providing for the admission free ol dury of all ship¬
building materials, aud for the use or siiipstores and
coal Tree or duty. Also to provide for the resump¬
tion of specie payments.
Mr. Dawks Introduced a Joint resolution directing

the accounting officers of toe Treasury to allow all
laborers, workmen and mechanics, wno were em¬
ployed by the government between tneMih of June,
1*08, and tho lorn of May, isom, full days' pay for
the eight hours' work performed. Passed.

TnE COLLECTION OF TAXES.
Mr. Campbell offerer 'be iollowing resolution,

wnlch was reierrcd to the Committee or Ways and
Means:.
Revolved, Thai with a view to establish a more equitable

system of taiaiton aud a greater economy In the coi'ection
of Internal revenui tne constitution of the lifted Hutee
should be so amended as that all direct tasee shall be aseeseed
on tne baeie of wealta Instead of population, and the amount
required by the federal rosernment apportioned among the
Mates accordingly, and each Rule left ires to .usees, collect
mid pay user the amount so requ.reJ of It through IU own
officers la such manner as lha Slate authorities may sea III to
adopt.

Feeolved further, That In the readjustment of the teiiir,
with a view aa well as to equalise lie burdens and ita benefits
among nil classes of the people aa lo simplify and give per¬
manence and stability to the system, aod lo reduce the eg.
jwneas of collectlug the customs, a bill should be reported
providing first, that but one rate of duty shall be Impose i
upon all Cult-paying articles Imported, thereby giving to
every department <>r American labor nnd equaiitv of pro¬
tection to the < stent or the duty: eecond, a schedule of
articles specifically named lo be tree from dmles. consisting
exclusively of such foreign products as cannot be profitably
produced in the Coiled Mates, and one necessary
tor the success of American industry; third, the
specification of a grots or standard sum deemed
necessary to be raised annually by the Treasury when at
the end of any Hacalyear It shall be round that the gross re¬
ceipts are $ lO.WOO.UOJ lest than said standard amount; to
Increase the duties on nil dutiable articles such per sent as
tuav be estimated accessary to raise the amount to such
standard sum, and when at the aspiration of any fiaoal year
it shall be fouud that the receipts are glu.Wi.uoO more than
.uch standard amuuat, he shall In like manner cause the
duties on all dutiable articles to bs reduced such per cent as
may be estimated necessary to bring down the annual re¬
ceipt! to the gross sum contemplated by the bill.

THE NEW FIT* FEE CENT BONDS.
Mr. Cox, (<letn.) of N. Y., offered the following

retolnttoo, wtuat! was referred to the Committee of
Way8 and Means: .
Whereas It Is alleged that the Secretary of the Treasury,

In placing the newly authorised five per cent bonds upon the
market has, tn defiance of the law creating them, increased
the public bonded debt and baa eieeeded lha one-hall of one
per cent allowed by the Funding act for ail expenses in
piaclns said loan; therefore.

Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and Means be di¬
rected to investigate the said transaction*, and have power
to send for persons and papers, and to report tne amount of
inch Increase of debt. It any, the agents emplnred and paidby htm for the service rendered, all contracts pertaining toMm same and tbe sums paid said agents.agents.

Mr. Cox alto Introduced a nillto provide judicialproceeding* in ail cases ol assessment and collec¬
tion of federal taxes, to prevent seizure of iiook",Ac., and to abolish moieties to Informer*. Sam .

reierence.
The President's Menace wa« then read, ami the

Uv'-W. M Join jnUriWd i\w)i cv ,i i ournvi. J

FIBIIIKn IISUL
The United States at Peace

with All the World.

NO FIGHTING MEN OR WEEPING MAIDENS.

The Treaty of Washington and
Its Advantages.

Our Relations with Spain in
Reference to Cuba.

CHINA AND THE COREA.

Recommendations to Entirely Abol«
isli Slavery in the West

Indies and Brazil.

Reviiw of the National Rfvrnne System' and
the Methods of Collection.

Polygamy and KuKluxism
Doomed.

Reform and Retrenchment Demanded in
All the Public Departments

Washington, D. C., Dec. 4,1871.
To tiib Senate and Hoi.sk ok Representatives:-*

Id addressing my third annual Message to tlx*
law-making brunch of the government It Is gratify¬
ing to be able to state that during the past year,
success has generally attended the effort to oxecuta
all laws found upon the statute books. The policy,
has been not to Inquire Into the wisdom of tltff
laws already enacted, but to learn their
spirit aud intent, and to enforce them ao

cordingly. The past year has, under a
wise Irovldence, been one of general prosperity to
the nation. It has, however, been attended with
more than usual cnastlscmeut in the loss of Ilia
and property by storm and tire. These disasters
have served to call forth the best elemonis of
human nature In our country, and to de¬
velop a friendship for us on the part of
foreign nations which goes far towards alle¬
viating the distress occasioned by the calamities.
The benevolent who have so generously shared with
the victims of these niisloriunes will reap their re¬

ward In the consciousness of having performed a
noble act, and in receiving tne gratelul tbanks of

men, women and children, whose sufferings they
have relieved.
The relations of the United states with foreign

Powers continue lo be filendly. The year has been
cventlul in witnessing two great nations, speaking
one language and baving one ltnease, settling by
peaceful arbitration disputes of long standing and
liable at any time to brlug those nations Into
hostile conflict. An example has thus boen set

which, U snccesslul in lis final issue, may be fol¬
lowed by other civilized nations and lie finally tno

means of returning to productive industry millions
01 men now maintained to settle the disputes of
nations by the bayonet aud the broadsword.

THE TKBATT OP WASHINGTON.
1 transmit herewith a copy of treaty alluded laj

which has been concluded since the adjournment of
Congress, with tier Britannic Majesty, and a copy
of the protocols of the coherences or the Commis¬
sioners by whom It was negotiated. This treaty
provides methods for adjndioatlng the questions
pending between the two nations. Various questions
are to be adjusted by arbitration. 1 recommend
congress si an early day to niaee the necessary
provision for the Tribunal at Geneva and lor tho
several commissions on the part of the Untied .States
called for by the treaty, liis Majesty the King of
Italy, the Presideut of the Swiss Conference and His
Majesty tho Kmperor of Brazil have each consented,
on the Joint request of the two Towers, to name an
arbitrator for the Tribunal at Geneva. 1 have
caused my thanks to be suitably expressed
for the readiness with which the joint
request has been complied with by
the appointment of gentlemen of eminence and
learning to these Important positions. His Majesty
the Emperor of Germany has been pleased to com¬
ply with the joint wish of the two governments,
and has consented to act as the arbitrator of the
disputed water boundary between the United States
and Great Britain. The contracting parties in the
treaty have undertaken to regard us between them¬
selves certain principles of public law lor winch the
United States have contended irom the commence¬
ment of their history. They have also agreed to
bring these principles to the knowledge of the other
maritime Powers, and 10 invite them to accede to
them. Negotiations are going on as to the form of
the note by which the luvitatton is to be extended
to the other Power.
the Canadian fisufrifs and tub boundary

LINE.
I recommend the legislation necessary on the part

of the United Slates to bring into operation the arti¬
cles of the treaty relating to tno fisheries and to
the other matters touching the relations ol
the United States toward (he British North
American possesions, to become operative
as soon as Hie proper legislation shall be bad on the
part of Great Britain and Its possessions. It is mucn
to be desired that this legislation may become co¬

operative before the fishermen of the United States
begin to make tneir arrangements for the coming
season.

1 nave addressed a communication, of wnich a
copy Is transmitted herewith, to the Governors of
New York, Pennsylvania, Ohio, Indiana, Michigan,
Illinois and Wisconsin, urging upon tho govern¬
ments of those states respectively the necessary ac¬
tion on their part to carry into effect the object of
the article of the treaty which contemplates tne use
of the cuaala on either sido connected with the navi¬
gation of the lakes and rivers forming the boundary
on terms of equity by (be Inhabitants of both coun¬
tries.

It is hoped that the Importance or the object and
the benefits to flow thereirom wilt ensure the speedy
approval and legislative sanction of the States con¬
cerned.

I renew the recommendation for an appropriation
for determining the true position of the forty-niuili
parallel of lattitude where It forms tne boundary
between the United State* and the British North
American possessions between the Lane of tho
Woods and the summlr or the Kocky Mount tins.
The eariy action of Congress on this recommenda¬

tion named would put It in the power of the War
Department to place a force m tho field during the
next summer.

PROTECTION To ORRMANS IN FRANCS.
The resumption of uipiomatio rolattons between

France and Germany have enabled me lo give
directions for the withdrawal of the protec¬
tion extended to Germans in France by tho
diplomatic and consular representatives of the Unit-
ed stales in that country. It is just to add tnat tho
delictus duty of this protection lias been performed
by the Minister and Consul General at Paris and the
various Consuls In France under tne supervision of
the latter, with great kindness as well m
with prndence and tact. Their course has
received the commendation of the German govern¬
ment and baa wounded uo susceptibility of tin)
French.

OKRMANT, AUSTRIA AND llF.VflART.
The government of the Emperor of Germany con¬

tinues to manliest a friendly n-eiing towania tho
United states, and a uoslrc to harmonize with tho
moderate and just policy wldch tins government
maintains In Its relations with Asiatic Powers as
well A* with the South American republics. I have
given assuraifces thai the friendly feelings of toaj


